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PROGRAMME i 5§

Conductor #8#%: Quek Ling Kiong &=

Liangshan Capriccio (12) Zhang Xiao Feng
2|1LFER IKBEIE

15t Prize Winner of Suona Open Category: Ng Chu Ying

BN AFFARBE: B

Floating Clouds and Flowing Water (77) Zhang Wei Liang
TRK KAER

15t Prize Winner of Dizi Open Category: Ong Guan Xian
BFAFARE: THER

Apsaras on the Silk Road (12’) Composed by Zhao Cong,

22FRTRR orchestrated by Yin Tian Hu
RXERIER . FREECE:

15t Prize Winner of Pipa Open Category: Wang Siyuan

BELNAATSE: £E7T

Intermission FiF{RE (15)

Prize Presentation Ceremony #3827,

>

The Brave Spirits of the Snow Mountain (6°) Liu Wenjin
FILRE PP &R

1st Prize Winner of Erhu Junior Category: Zeng Can Ran
“HOEATE: LA

Green Bamboo Forest (8’) Xiang Zu Hua
R It LE

18t Prize Winner of Yangqin Youth Category: Wang Yining Marianne
HESFARE: T5T

Fantasia (10”) Wang Jian Min
41786 FER

18t Prize Winner of Guzheng Youth Category: Kuo Pei Yu
LESFATE: FHT

Kung Fu (107) Li Bo Chan
Ik FiEE

27 Prize Winner of Mixed Ensemble Category: Reverberance
ERFERTE: EF




INTRODUCTION

Co-organised by the National Arts Council and Singapore Chinese Orchestra, the National
Chinese Music Competition (NCMC) is a platform for the celebration of excellence in Chinese
music. It is conducted biennially in order to develop the performing skills of young musicians,
raise musical standards and identify new talents in Singapore. The NCMC also provides
opportunities for these young musicians to perform before a panel of international adjudicators.

The first NCMC was held in 1998 after a restructuring of the former National Music Competition
under the auspices of the then Ministry of Culture in the 1980s. The number of participants in
the recent competitions has since doubled from 122 entries for 4 instrumental categories in
1998 to over 200 entries competing across 8 instrumental and 2 ensemble categories.

Participants of this distinguished competition platform in Singapore have been appraised by a
panel of local and international Chinese music veterans. Notable adjudicators in the past include
erhu doyenne Min Hui Fen, eminent composer and conductor Peng Xiu Wen, and pioneer
Singaporean composer Phoon Yew Tien.

Over the years, the NCMC has seen many winners progress into Chinese music professionals,

with some gaining international repute. The continuous discovery of these promising new
musicians will help to ensure a diverse and vibrant music scene in Singapore.

AWARDS

The top three winners of each age category for both solo and ensemble sections will receive
trophies, certificates and cash prizes.

Cash Prizes Solo Ensemble
Junior Category 1st $600 -

2nd $400 -

3rd $200 -
Youth Category 1st $1000 -

2nd $800 -

3rd $500 -
Open Category 1st $4000 $5000

2nd $2000 $3500

3rd $1500 $2500

Honourable mentions with a cash prize of $100 may be awarded to finalists who have shown
promise in their performance.

Participants will receive certificates based on their performance:

Certificate of Distinction — Awarded to the top three prize winners
Certificate of Merit — Awarded to all finalists
Certificate of Participation — Awarded to all remaining participants
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PRIZE WINNERS OF JUNIOR CATEGORY /ME4HIFIRRE

Dizi Junior Category EF/MF4H

1%t Prize 2" Prize 3 Prize
BE TE =F
Lim Hao Yu Olivier Teo Cay En Clara Chan Xin Yi
s SKIE1E BROMA

Erhu Junior Category —#f/ME4H

1st Prize 3 Prize
BE FE “
Zeng Can Ran Zhou Qiao Han
PP AES

Guzheng Junior Category Ty & /MEA

1t Prize 2" Prize

3 Prize
BE LE ¥
Kayden Yap Shi Jie Fong Xi Nicole Dong Jia Yi
HEZR IE: EESE

Pipa Junior Category EEE/MF4A

1¢t Prize 2 Prize 3" Prize Honourable Mention
aE TE =T MER
Liu Shu Ning Luo Yi En Ronnie  Anne Ying Altorfer-Ong Pan Annan

pUREY=: AR B I s




PRIZE WINNERS OF JUNIOR CATEGORY MEHFFRE

Sheng Junior Category &/MFELH

3 Prize 3 Prize Honourable Mention
FE FE a4
Krishiv Pappu Dominic Ooi Zhi Yuan Rohan Nanduri
BEE

Suona Junior Category Milli/MELH

1t Prize 2" Prize 3" Prize
Liu Yu Xin He Cheng En Cedric Chua Yu Xuan
XIZFRR A& E ool

Yanggqin Junior Category 53/ 4R
L

1%t Prize 2 Prize 3 Prize
BE TE =E
Koh Li Xin Wang Yue Hao Lim Jing Yue
YFRIRR T i

Zhongruan Junior Category HfT/MELH

3 Prize 3 Prize
=75 FE
Resha Tan Yun Xi Tan Xuan Qi Arin

Pr=ta PrISIH




PRIZE WINNERS OF YOUTH CATEGORY B F4AFLEE
Dizi Youth Category S F&5F4A

1t Prize 2 Prize 3 Prize Honourable Mention
BE TE =E HER
Leong Kim Yang Lee Da Jun Vincent Santoso Bian Tong
RE0A EAE TiE

Erhu Youth Category —#i5F4H

1st Prize 24 Prize 3 Prize Honourable Mention
aE TE 34 iz -
Amanda Toh Sze Suan Cyril Ngai Koh Zhi Xuan Koh Yu Jie
S |T 7 EH ZFIE

Guzheng Youth Category T E S 4H

1<t Prize 2n Prize 3" Prize
BE TE E-3
Kuo Pei Yu Lu Yinuo Kung Yen-Fay
ZRIRLF SKE B2

Pipa Youth Category EEE&FH

1%t Prize 2" Prize 3 Prize
BE TE ZE
Parveen Kaur d/o Geramir Singh  Wong Hai Rong Teoh Yu Yang
[B 7N ESpSES

KT




PRIZE WINNERS OF YOUTH CATEGORY SFHFE %

Sheng Youth Category 2££85F A

3" Prize
3
Poh Jun Jiat Sean
BRI

Suona Youth Category BiIREF 4

2" Prize 3 Prize
WE FE
Li Zong Xian Dingwan Chenxi
FRE fTARE

1%t Prize 2 Prize 3 Prize
BE TE B
Wang Yining Marianne  Wong Qi Qing Lisa Maria Tham Wai Yan
FHT B EIE B

Zhongruan Youth Category Hfi &% 4H

2" Prize 3" Prize
TE FE
Hoo Yin Huin Ng Zi Yu Lynn

s C-8.80)




PRIZE WINNERS OF OPEN CATEGORY A\ FFEFFRE

Dizi Open Category &F /N4

1%t Prize 24 Prize 3 Prize
BE LE 4
Ong Guan Xian Ng Wei Xuan Tan Yan Quan
TR Epetas REZ

Erhu Open Category /A FF4E

1¢t Prize 2" Prize 3 Prize Honourable Mention
BE TWE =E REL-
Deborah Siok Li Chin  Sim Xsuen Rachael Chia Wan Hua Lim Kwuan Boon
A1l RE BIZEHE AT

Guzheng Open Category & /AFF4H

1%t Prize 2 Prize 3 Prize
BE WE FE

Yang Tingjun Chen Shanhui Indra Yang Li
ISR PrEC F]

Pipa Open Category EEE /AT

1%t Prize 3 Prize
BE FE
Wang Siyuan Wu Yitao

G EYIY=




PRIZE WINNERS OF OPEN CATEGORY AFF4RIFER

Sheng Open Category £/ FF4H

1%t Prize 24 Prize 3 Prize

BE WE FE
Ling Xiao Jin Zhou Zixuan Foo Cher Jun Nicholas
IR B Bl&E% FFRE

Suona Open Category Iil{Z FF 42

1 Prize 2" Prize 3 Prize
BE TE EF

Ng Chu Ying Jacky Ng Yong Hoe Low Lex

B Ewdil XUFL1E

Yangqin Open Category 172 /N FF4H
>

1t Prize 2" Prize
BE LE
Tan Jie Qing Anson Lim Jia Hann

B3 08D WEH



PRIZE WINNERS OF MIXED ENSEMBLE CATEGORY
ERFERRRE

2" Prize L&
Reverberance [Ellf

Participants Instrument
SHE R

Goh Wei Hong £1F;18 Suona MR

Ng Chu Ying i Suona MR

Chan De Rui Z1&3# Suona MR

Jacky Ng Yong Hoe F K Suona MR

Zhao Yiheng #X14%7 Sheng %&£

Zhou Zixuan E &%t Sheng #£

Jackson Lee 7R Dizi F N
Tay Wei Liang Andy B4 B Dizi 85F

Teiw Hsien Hean 3k & 1% Percussion T &
Nicholas Teo Jorquan 3K #F$% Percussion 3T 5
Randy Tan Chen Howe B = Percussion $T#H &

Cheong Kah Yiong 355 Percussion T &




PRIZE WINNERS OF MIXED ENSEMBLE CATEGORY
ENFERARE

3 Prize &
NAFA Guzheng Ensemble BZZH]

Participants Instrument

SHEE R

Zhou Yayi EIF#EE Guzheng, Percussion &%, TS
Fu Zifel 1442 Guzheng, Percussion B4, Tk
Yang Tingjun %12 Guzheng, Percussion &%, 1%
Yang Li 5% Guzheng, Percussion &%, 1K
Bao Jiahui BEZ Guzheng, Percussion &%, T K
Sim Kee 115 Guzheng, Percussion &%, TR
Li Rongchi Z=7ka Guzheng, Percussion &%, {5
Wang Yulin FiEH## Guzheng H%

Keiah Hui Min fa Z 84 Guzheng, Percussion &%, 1%k

Yep Cui Ting 222 Guzheng, Percussion &%, TR




ADJUDICATORS - PRELIMINARIES #)Fi¥Z&

Ng Seng Hong | Singapore

Ng Seng Hong is the Music Director and Conductor of the People’s
Association Youth Chinese Orchestra (PAYCO). He attained the
Licentiate Diploma of the London College of Music (LLCM) in
Conducting, Master of Fine Arts in 2014 and was recently awarded the
Doctor of Philosophy in Buddhism in 2017 by Dharma Buddhist
University. He is an accomplished erhu musician who had performed
with many world renowned Chinese Orchestras and has also won
several accolades at international Chinese music competitions. He is
currently serving as external assessor with the National Arts Council and
is also conductor of many school orchestras.

In 1987, Ng Seng Hong became the first foreign winner of China
Jiangnan Sizhu Competition held in Shanghai. He also attained the
Erhu Category Outstanding Award and the Special Award at the first
Beijing ART Cup China International Music Competition in 1989. In 1992, he was awarded the Singapore
Youth Award.

Ng Seng Hong was a Young Artist Award (1993) recipient conferred by the National Arts Council and was
awarded a scholarship to study erhu in Shanghai, China, where he performed with the Shanghai Chinese
Orchestra at the 16" Shanghai Spring Inernational Festival. His biography and achievements are recorded
in the Chinese Ethnic Music Best Selections, published by China Zhong Hua Publications in 2004. Ng Seng
Hong has been actively involved in the development and promotion of fusion between traditional and
modern music. He has also led PAYCO to numerous performances overseas including Malaysia and India.

EERIE | Fh0iK
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ADJUDICATORS - PRELIMINARIES #]Fi{&

Dedric Wong De Li | Singapore

Dedric Wong De Li is the General Manager, Assistant Conductor of the
Ding Yi Music Company; Conductor of the Asian Cultural Symphony
Orchestra and recipient of the 2014 National Arts Council Arts
Scholarship. In 2016, he was featured by the Straits Times Scholars'
Choice.

He obtained his Master in Orchestral Conducting at the China
Conservatory of Music, under the tutelage of Professor Yang You Qing,
with the guidance of Maestro Tsung Yeh.

He graduated from the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in 2007, Diploma
in Music, majoring in suona performance. After his graduation, he
received guidance in conducting from Singapore renowned Chinese
music educator, Singapore Cultural Medallion recipient Dr Tay Teow Kiat.

In 2006, Dedric clinched the first prize in the National Chinese Music Competition Suona Open Category. In
2015, he was selected to participate in the Singapore Chinese Orchestra conducting workshop conducted
by Maestro Tsung Yeh. In 2016-2017, he was also appointed as conducting fellow with the Singapore
Chinese Orchestra.

In 2016, Dedric guest conducted and staged his conducting recital with the China Conservatory of Music
Middle School Youth Chinese Orchestra.

In recent years, he has been actively performing and representing Singapore in numerous international arts
festival. He has performed around the world in places such as China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, London, Wales,
Australta, Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Cambodia.

With his keen interest in traditional Chinese music, he received The Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan Arts and
Cultural Bursary in year 2004 and 2006.

B8R | SO0
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ADJUDICATORS - PRELIMINARIES #]&Fif&
Yeo Siew Wee PBM | Singapore

Yeo Siew Wee is an established Singaporean suona musician and
secretary-general of the Singapore Chinese Music Federation. He is also
honorary director of the China Nationalities Orchestra Society, assessor
of the London College of Music (Chinese Music Performing), panelist of
the Singapore Chinese Orchestra Artistic Resource Panel, National Arts
Council Arts Resource Panel and National Chinese Music Competition
Committee, honorary advisor at NUS Chinese Instrumental
Examinations and artistic consultant at Ding Yi Music Company.

As a pioneer of the local Chinese music scene, Yeo Siew Wee has been
participating actively in various Chinese orchestra activities in the region
and beyond as musician, conductor and composer. In 1972, as the
principal player of the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra, he
represented Singapore and won Second Place in the International
Traditional Instrumental Music Competition held in UK. In 1977, he joined the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra
and became the first batch of professional suona musicians. In 1989, he was invited to assist in the
establishment of the Professional Cultural Center Orchestra (PCCO) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and was
appointed as its permanent conductor. In 1984, Yeo Siew Wee was invited by the Ministry of Culture to
compose two Chinese dance pieces, Flower Lamp Girl and Spring Festival for the Singapore Arts Festival,
where he also conducted the Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra (now known as City Chinese Orchestra). He
was also the conductor for other concerts in Singapore and Malaysia and has been invited as honbrary jury
for many foreign and local competitions.

Yeo Siew Wee has also been actively involved in various community service activities in Singapore. In 2002,
he was conferred the Public Service Medal (PBM) by the President during the National Day Celebrations. In
appreciation of the special contributions of its volunteers, Yeo Siew Wee was awarded the Special
Recognition Award (SRA) in 2010 by the Ministry of Communication and Information (MICA). This award
was created to accord Ministerial recognition to deserving volunteers who have made significant
contributions to the work of MICA and its statutory boards for at least 10 years or more.
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ADJUDICATORS - PRELIMINARIES & FINALS ¥ 5 R=iFE
Chek Yui Hong | Singapore

Chek Yui Hong, alumna and pioneer teacher of the Higher Music and
A-Level Music Programmes at the Nanyang Girls’ High School, was also
the music director of the school‘s Chinese orchestra from 2000 to 2017.
From a very young age Yui Hong has displayed exceptional musical
talent, and is one of few Singaporean music conductor-educators
trained in Chinese traditional and western classical music. Before
discovering a flair for conducting at the University of Birmingham (UK),
Yui Hong studied the guzheng, piano and harp. Upon graduation she
served out the bond to her Public Service Commission scholarship at
the Nanyang Girls’ High School, where she has headed in the areas of
the Aesthetics, Performing Arts, and Gifted Education.

Yui Hong is known for her inspiring leadership, engaging teaching and
rehearsal techniques, and impact on student character development
through musical practices. Over the years, she has received numerous accolades such as the Exemplary
Nominee for the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) Outstanding Young
Educator Award (USA), and awards at national and international music festivals and competitions. She
currently serves at the Ministry of Education, focusing on arts education policy and music curriculum
development in Singapore schools.

RPIAZ | Fonig
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ADJUDICATORS - PRELIMINARIES & FINALS #¥1Z 5 R&ETEE
Ling Hock Siang | Singapore

Ling Hock Siang, recipient of the 2004 Young Artist Award and
Singapore Youth Award (Culture and Arts Team Category, The Hugin
Quartet). A talented erhu performer, he is the first Singaporean to
achieve a Masters degree in erhu performance from the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music. His graduation recital held in Shanghai with
guest performances by the Hugin Quartet in September 2005 was a
huge success.

Ling Hock Siang joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) in
1997 and is currently the erhu Associate Principal. In July 1999, the
SCO organized a concert entitled “Melodies with a Difference” —
Recital by Ling Hock Siang and Quek Ling Kiong. In November 2005,
he staged a solo recital titled Hock Siang & Friends.. In. Navemher.
2007, staged an erhu and guan recital by Ling Hock Siang and Han Lei
titled Oriental Folk Music at the Esplanade Recital Studio.

Ling Hock Siang is also a member of the Hugin Quartet. He has performed with the group and the SCO in
Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Budapest, London, Gateshead, France, Australia, New
Zealand, Mexico, United States, Japan, Korea and Malaysia. He is also currently artistic instructor of the City
Chinese Orchestra, erhu instructor of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra, adjunct inslrumental
teacher (Erhu performance) of the School of the Arts, Singapore and founding council member of the
Singapore Chinese Music Federation.

P{E53 | FrniK
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ADJUDICATORS - FINALS RFIFE
Chen Chun Yuan | China

Chen Chun Yuan is currently a professor at the Shanghai Conservatory
of Music and the assistant head of department of the Department of
Chinese Traditional Music. She is also vice president of the Chinese
Musicians’ Association Erhu Society and the Shanghai Musicians’
Association Erhu Professional Committee.

Chen Chun Yuan was also the first person to obtain her Master of
Chinese Traditional Music in Shanghai. Admitted to the Music Middle
School Affiliated to the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1983, she
studied erhu under renowned erhu educator Professor Wang Yong De.
In 1986, she was exempted from examination and granted direct entry
to the Affiliated High School of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. In
1992, she did her Bachelor degree in the Department of Chinese
Traditional Music at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

She also took part in the 1991 Shanghai Spring International Music Festival Erhu Invitation Competition, in
which she won second prize. She has toured and held numerous solo recitals in Shanghai, Taiwan, Japan,
UK, France, Germany and ltaly to much acclaim.

As an educator, Chen Chun Yuan is strict, yet meeting and customizing to her every students’ needs. Many
of her students have won awards in various competitions worldwide. A highly skilled erhu performer, her
performing style is simple yet elegant and has her roots in the traditional art form of the erhu.

FERE | FE
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ADJUDICATORS - FINALS RZFiEZE

Du Ru Song | China

Du Ru Song is a professor at the Zhejiang Conservatory of Music. He is
also vice chairman of the Chinese Musicians’ Association’s Dizi Society,
vice chairman of the Zhejiang Musicians’ Association and member of
the Zhejiang Provincial Department of Culture.

An active musician, Du Ru Song has performed numerous dizi recitals in
countries like Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japan. He has received various
accolades internationally, including an International Outstanding Artist
Award from the University of California, Berkeley. Over the past decade,
Du Ru Song has also been actively involved in the promotion of
Buddhist music and culture and has organized various concerts in
China and Taiwan. He has also composed numerous works for the dizi
and published several educational materials for the dizi.

In 2017 June, Du Ru Song successfully applied for a grant for the setting up of a Chinese Chamber
Ensemble under the Zhejiang Conservatory of Music from the Zhejiang Provincial Department of Culture.
A E

The dizi work Elegant Sounds of the Fisherman's Flute (& &5 55 44) which he composed was also considered
for a grant under the China National Arts Fund.

a0 | RE -
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Qi Yao | China

Renowned guzheng virtuso and composer Qi Yao is associate professor
and head of department at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music’s
Plucked Strings Department. She is also Assistant Secretary General of
the Chinese Musicians’ Association and China Nationalities Orchestra
Society Guzheng Professional Committee; committee member of the
Shanghai Musicians’ Association; executive member of the Chinese
Woman Composers’ Association and Artistic Director of the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music’s Guzheng Orchestra.

Qi Yao graduated from the Affiliated Secondary School of the Nanjing
University of the Arts. She obtained her Master in Music Composition
from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 2009. Notable awards she
has won in competitions includes 2nd place in the 1995 Dongfang Cup |
Guzheng Youth Category; 2nd place in the 2003 and 2006 Liu Tian Hua
Chinese Chamber Music Composition Cup; 2005 Golden Bell Awards and Outstanding Composition in the
2010 China Music Composition Competition. The Guzheng Orchestras under her leadership have also
gone on to win several awards in competitions.

She has also taken part in important Music Festivals like the Shanghai Spring International Music Festival;
Aspekte Festival; Beijing Modern Music Festival and more. She has also worked with renowned orchestras
worldwide to well acclaims like the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and
Metropolitan Opera House Orchestra.

As a composer, Qi Yao’s music compositions vary over a range of genres including that for the Guzheng,
Chinese Chamber, Gugin and more. They include Hua Lan Yao ({£351E), Yong Shu (b 7) , Pipa Concerto
Tian G& (K2R) and more. She has also taken part in film music composition and released an album of her
works in 2014 titled Tian Chang (XN8).
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Qu Chun Quan | Singapore, Taiwan

Qu Chun Quan is a renowned conductor and composer who has
worked with some of the best Chinese orchestras in Asia including the
Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Singapore Chinese Orchestra, Taipei
Chinese Orchestra and the National Chinese Orchestra Taiwan. He is
particularly adept and commissioning and premiering works which are
rich in local characteristics. They include: The Great Wall Capriccio,
Dabo River Caprice, Hua Mulan and more. In recent years, he has also
premiered works written by numerous Taiwanese composers, adding
much colour and vibrancy to the Chinese orchestral scene in Taiwan.

Qu Chun Quan was born in a family of musicians and was inspired by
his father Qu Dong Sen. He studied conducting under Huang Yi Jun and
Huang Xiao Tong at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

Qu Chun Quan has also won numerous awards locally and abroad and has toured extensively with
numerous orchestras worldwide. His profile is included in many publications worldwide which includes, The
International, who is who of Intellectuals and The Record of Current China Arts Celebrities, Dictionary of
Modern China Musicians, Dictionary of China Musicians and more.

A prolific composer himself, he has also composed numerous works which are played by orchestras
worldwide. They include, Moon on High, Reverie at the Statue of Sir Stamford Raffles and more. *
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Tang Liang Xing | USA

Tang Liang Xing is a Professor at the Tainan National University of the
Arts, artistic consultant of the Taipei Chinese Orchestra, China Central
Chinese Orchestra. He is also Professor .at the Music School of
Shanghai University.

Born in Shanghai, China, Tang Liang Xing started learning the erhu at
the age of 7 and the pipa at age 13. He later joined the Shanghai
Chinese Orchestra and Shanghai Symphony Orchestras as a musician
and was featured as a soloist. He also toured with the China Central
Chinese Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestras to numerous
countries and is known as one of the world’s most outstanding plucked
strings musician.

In 1986, Tang Liang Xing resettled in the United States. He held

numerous pipa recitals which was well received by many. He also took part in the production of M. Butterfly
at Broadway Theatre as a soloist which was well received in the United States. In 1993, he was also
accorded as the National Heritage Fellow by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

Tang Liang Xing is also an avid educator of the arts, nurturing the young. Since 2017, he has organised
several recitals and talks at various places including the Central Conservatory of Music, China Conservatory
of Music, Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Zhejiang Conservatory of Music and more.
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SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTRA

Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO), inaugurated in 1997, is Singapore’s only professional
national Chinese orchestra. SCO, made up of more than 80 musicians, occupies the Singapore
Conference Hall, which-is a national monument. With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as its
patron, SCO takes on the twin role of preserving traditional arts and culture and establishing its
unique identity through the incorporation of Southeast Asian cultural elements in its music.

SCO has impressed a broadening audience with its blockbuster presentations and is fast
establishing itself around the world. In 2002, it staged a symphonic fantasy epic Marco Polo and
Princess Blue as part of the opening festival of Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay. The following
year, SCO produced a musical and visual conversation with Singapore’s most eminent
multi-disciplinary artist Tan Swie Hian at the Singapore Arts Festival 2003. SCO celebrated
Singapore’s 39th National Day in 2004 with a spectacular concert — Our People, Our Music —
featuring 2,400 local music enthusiasts at the Singapore Indoor Stadium. In 2005, it produced
a mega musical production, Admiral of the Seven Seas, as part of the Singapore Arts Festival
2005. In 2007, SCO was part of the 240-strong combined orchestra that performed at the
Singapore National Day Parade. In the Singapore Arts Festival 2008, SCO joined hands with
Theatreworks to present the ground-breaking production Awaking, which brought together
Kunqu opera music and Elizabethan music. In 2009, SCO made history by becoming the first
Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival, and in 2010,
performed in Paris as part of the Singapour Festivarts.

Well-known for its high performance standards and versatility, SCO has performed at numerous
prestigious events such as the World Economic Forum and International Summit of Arts Council
in 2003, and the 2006 International Monetary Fund (IMF) Annual Meeting.

SCO has toured various countries and cities including Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanjing,
Suzhou, Macau, Hungary and England. Recently in May 2014, SCO performed at the Shanghai
Spring International Music Festival and in Suzhou to celebrate the Singapore-Suzhou Industrial
Park’s 20t anniversary. In October 2015, SCO performed two concerts in Hong Kong at the
Tsuen Wan Town Hall and Hong Kong Cultural Centre. Commissioned by Ministry of Culture,
Community and Youth as part of the Titian Budaya Singapore cultural season in Kuala Lumpur,
SCO also held its debut concert in Malaysia at the iconic Petronas Twin Towers. These
international platforms provided SCO with the opportunities to showcase its talents and music,
propelling it to the forefront of the international music arena.

With its vision to be a world-renowned people’s orchestra, SCO widens its outreach by
performing regularly at various national parks, communities and schools. SCO also
commissions its own compositions and organised the Singapore International Competition for
Chinese Orchestral Composition (SICCOC) in 2006, 2011 and 2015 respectively. The
competition aims to promote compositions that incorporate music elements from Southeast
Asia, also known as “Nanyang music”. In 2012, SCO organised Singapore’s first 23-day
National Chinese Orchestra Marathon, a spectacular feat that drew the participation of 31 local
Chinese orchestras which participated with over 44 performances and an audience of 20,000.
On 28 June 2014, SCO created history through the second instalment of Our People, Our
Music by creating two Guinness World Records and three Singapore Book of Records with
4,557 performers at the National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub. It is with this vision that SCO
' continues to inspire, influence, educate and communicate through its music.
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TSUNG YEH - MUSIC DIRECTOR

Tsung Yeh joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) as Music Director in January 2002. Under his
direction, SCO expanded its repertoire with innovative works such as Marco Polo and Princess Blue — A
Symphonic Epic, Instant is a Millennium — A Musical Conversation with Tan Swie Hian, The Grandeur of
Tang, Thunderstorm, Admiral of the Seven Seas and Awaking. In Awaking, he melded Shakespeare and
Tang Xianzu'’s plays into one, elevating Chinese orchestral music to a higher level. In 2013, Tsung Yeh was
awarded the Cultural Medallion, the highest accolade in the arts. He is also the artistic advisor to the
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra.

As Music Director of Singapore’s National Day Parade 2007, Tsung Yeh conceptualised a symphonic music
structure with supreme, textured virtuosity that incensed the national pride in the air. 240 musicians from the
SCO, Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces Central Band, Malay and Indian ensemble,
Nanyin ensemble and a chorus performed under his baton before an audience of 27,000 and millions of
television viewers. In 2004 and 2014, Tsung Yeh directed two mega orchestra concerts at the Singapore
Indoor Stadium and National Stadium, Singapore Sports Hub respectively, of which, 2014’s concert of
4,557 musicians broke 2 Guinness World Records and 3 Singapore Book of Records.

Tsung Yeh has brought SCO internationally and developed the special artistic identity of SCO through the
orchestra’s sound and texture, comprising of East and West and Nanyang heritage, which is unique to SCO.
In March and April 2005, he led the orchestra on a tour to Europe at Barbican Centre in London, The Sage
Gateshead and the Budapest Spring Festival. In October 2007, SCO performed at the Beijing Music
Festival, China Shanghai International Arts Festival, Macau International Music Festival, as well as at major
concert halls in Guangzhou, Zhongshan and Shenzhen. In August 2009, SCO made history by becoming
the first Chinese orchestra to perform in the opening week of the Edinburgh Festival.

Tsung Yeh was the Music Director of the South Bend Symphony Orchestra (SBSO) in the United States from
1988 to 2016. In 1995, he was honoured with the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(ASCAP) Award with the South Bend Symphony Orchestra. Upon his retirement from SBSO, Tsung Yeh was
presented the “Sagamore of the Wabash Award” from the Indiana State — the highest honour given by the
Indiana Governor, Mike Pence. 7 May 2016 was proclaimed “Tsung Yeh Day” by the Mayor of the South
Bend City, Pete Buttigieg. Tsung Yeh is presently designated as the Conductor Laureate by the South Bend
Symphony Orchestra Association.

As part of the Conductors’ Mentor Programme sponsored by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he worked
with Music Director Daniel Barenboim and Principal Guest Conductor Pierre Boulez.Tsung Yeh was formerly
the Music Director of the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and Hong Kong Sinfonietta, and the
Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra. He served as Resident
Conductor of Florida Orchestra and was the Principal Guest Conductor of Albany Symphony Orchestra of
New York.

Tsung Yeh has collaborated with reputable international orchestras including San Francisco, Tucson and
New Haven Symphonies, Calgary and Rochester Philharmonic, and orchestras from Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong Kong, Taipei, Tokyo, Yokohama, France, the Royal Scottish National
Orchestra, Poland, Russia and Czech Republic.In April 1991, he replaced the indisposed Barenboim at
short notice and conducted 3 successful concerts.As a recording artist, Tsung Yeh has made various
recordings under the HUGO, Delos and Naxos labels.

Tsung Yeh is a distinguished professor at the China Conservatory of Music and guest professor at the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music and Central Conservatory of Music. He has taught conducting workshops
hosted by the Conductors Guild, The League of American Orchestras and the MusikHochschule of Zurich
and is also active in conducting masterclasses in Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore.

His new appointments in recent years include the Principal Guest Conductor of the China Central Chinese
Orchestra, Artistic Committee Member of the Jiangsu Centre for the Performing Arts and Senior Researcher
of the He Luting Chinese Music Research Institute of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and a member of
the Faculty of the International Conducting Institute (ICl) in Czech Republic. In 2016, he was selected as one
of the 10 Outstanding Conductors by the China Nationalities Orchestra Society. In the same year, Tsung Yeh
was also appointed as the Expert of China Thousand Talents Programme.
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QUEK LING KIONG - RESIDENT CONDUCTOR

Quek Ling Kiong was recipient of the National Arts Council’s (NAC) Singapore Young Artist Award (2002) ,
NAC Cultural Fellowship (2013) and Meritorious Awards from COMPASS Singapore (2016). He studied at
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music under the NAC Overseas Scholarship, as well as the Lee Foundation
and Singapore Hokkien Huay Kwan scholarships. He learned Chinese percussion from renowned master Li
Min Xiong and Western classical percussion from Xue Bao Lun. He also explored various Chinese
percussion arts with masters such as Li Zhen Gui, An Zhi Shun and Zhu Xiao Lin. After graduating from the
Conservatory in 1997, he joined SCO and became its Percussion Principal.

Quek Ling Kiong learned conducting from Cultural Medallion recipient Tay Teow Kiat and famed Chinese
conductor Xia Fei Yun. He attended the workshops and masterclasses of luminaries like Tsung Yeh,
Johannes Schlaefli , Marc Kissoczy , Kirk Trevor, Oleg Proskumya , Leonid Korchmar , Colin Metters, Harold
Farberman, Jormar Panula and Kurt Masur.

Quek Ling Kiong’s career in professional conducting commenced when he became SCO’s first Conducting
Assistant in 2008. In 2004, he became SCO’s Assistant Conductor as well as the Conductor for the
Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO). In 2005, he debuted with SCO at the opening
concert of the 12th International Conference of WASBE (World Association for Symphonic Band and
Ensembles). In 2006 and 2013, he led SNYCO to perform at the Tainan International Arts Festival and
Hsinchu Chinese Music Festival in Taiwan respectively.

Besides conducting orchestras in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong, he has also conducted symphony
orchestras in Europe. In September 2006, he was again awarded the NAC overseas bursary and
scholarship from the Hokkien Huay Kwan to pursue Conducting Studies in Zurich, Switzerland. In 2007, he
attended the International Conducting Workshop in St. Petersburg and obtained his Diploma in Advanced
Studies from Ziircher Hochschule der Kinste (Zurich University of the Arts) in 2008. Upon his return to SCO
in 2008, he was promoted to Associate Conductor. During his appointment, he introduced and
choreographed many well-received SCO concerts — SCO’s Mother's Day Concert, Young Childrens’
Concert, Young People’s Concert, Community Series concerts, Music Oasis Series concerts, Caring Series
concerts, Lunchtime Concert and SNYCO concerts. With particular mention is his creativity in the planning
and execution of concerts for children where he takes on numerous roles as an actor, director and emcee.
Quek Ling Kiong is also the mastermind behind major events that promote Chinese music to the masses.
This includes the Ding Yi Chinese Chamber Music Festival and Composium. He is currently an adjunct
teacher at Lasalle College of the Arts and the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. He was also appointed as
Visiting Artist at the National Institute of Education in 2018. Currently, Quek Ling Kiong is Music Director of
Singapore Management University Chinese Orchestra, Principal Guest Conductor of Ding Yi Music
Company and Atrtistic Director of The Purple Symphony- Singapore’s largest inclusive orchestra.

Quek Ling Kiong was appointed as SCO’s Resident Conductor from 1 January 2013 and SNYCO'’s Music
Director from 1 January 2016.
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Wi (ZHRRIEE)*

Ann Hong Mui & RE

Chen Shu-Hua BRifie

Cheng Chung Hsien #f& 1%

Chew Keng How BZ%

Hsieh I-Chieh i & &

Hu Chung-Chin sR{h%R

Qin Ziing ¥ 4%

Shen Qin 3L

Tan Manman {222

Tao Kaili FEZLF]

Zhang Bin 34

Zhonghu

Lin Gao (Principal) #% (&E)

Wu Kefei (Associate Principal) 2 73 (BI&fE)
Goh Cher Yen £3%&

Li Yuan Z=4&

Neo Yong Soon Wilson 22 KIfi

Wang Yi-Jen E4A

Wong Qin Kai EE/3]l

Yan Yan [E§f

23

Cello K125

Xu Zhong (Principal) &% (&)

Tang Jia (Associate Principal) %1% (BIE&E)
Chen Ying Guang Helen BRE Y

Huang Ting-Yu =18

Ji Huiming #E#Z6R

Poh Yee Luh J&i1E%

Sim Lian Kiat Eddie LB

Xu Xuena RE

Double Bass RS2

Zhang Hao (Principal) 3% (&%)
Lee Khiang ZiH57

Qu Feng El&

Wang Luyao THEIE

Yangqin 173
Qu Jianging (Principal) &5 (&%)
Ma Huan Z3%

Pipa EEE

Yu Jia (Principal) 8182 (E/%)

Goh Yew Guan &7t N
Tan Joon Chin BArEEE

Zhang Yin 3k4E

Liugin #1=
Seetoh Poh Lam Sl{iE £ 5
Zhang Li 5K7R

Zhongruan Hf

Zhang Ronghui (Principal) 3k E8E (EfE)

Lo Chai Xia (Associate Principal) EZE (BIEE)
Cheng Tzu-Ting ¥82 =

Foong Chui San )2 221

Han Ying &1

Koh Min Hui F R Z

Sanxian/Zhongruan =3%/mf5
Huang Guifang EE%

Daruan Xft
Jing Po £
Koh Kim Wah &£ 7%
Wu Ru-Ching R0

Harp 235
Liang Guoting Fontane Z21EiE




ORCHESTRA F[H

Guzheng/Percussion 1% /#TH
Xu Hui 4 #1

Qudi #i
Yin Zhiyang (Dizi Principal)
Lee Jun Cheng Z21

HrE (BEFER)

Bangdi #58
Zeng Zhi 875
Lim Sin Yeo #5748

Xindi #it
Phang Thean Siong 82K ##
Tan Chye Tiong Bt 56

Gaoyin Sheng &%
Guo Changsuo (Sheng Principal) Zf451 (£ EE)
Ong Yi Horng EZ578

Zhongyin Sheng FE4
Cheng Ho Kwan Kevin %%
Zhong Zhiyue 2 &*

Tan Eng Kiat Vincent FRZEA

Diyin Sheng R &%
Lim Kiong Pin a3z

Gaoyin Suona &S WiIR

Jin Shiyi (Suona/Guan Principal)

Y (Bin/ EEE)

Chang Le (Associate Principal) & & (BI&fE)

Zhongyin Suona FE A
Lee Heng Quee =
Meng Jie Z7%

Cizhongyin Suona ;R ER
Boo Chin Kiah Z#&H0

Diyin Suona & WilK
Liu Jiang XIJ5T

Guan &
Han Lei &5

Percussion T FR

Xu Fan (Principal) 7&1R, (&)

Tan Loke Chuah (Associate Principal)
FERR (BIERE)

Boo Chong Wei, Benjamin B
Ngoh Kheng Seng KA

Shen Guogin JLER

Teo Teng Tat 5KE&IA

Wu Xiangyang {Z[@)BH

Composer Fellow {EBISE>] 4
Lim Yi Min, Daniel #k3 8%

* Not in Concert 3825381
+ Guest Musician BEPEEXR




2018 NATIONAL CHINESE MUSIC COMPETITION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE & SECRETARIAT

Advisory Committee

Mr Choo Thiam Siew (Chairperson)
Ms Elaine Ng (Vice Chairperson)

Dr Tay Teow Kiat (Vice Chairperson)
Mrs Ee-Chek Yui Hong

Mr Ling Hock Siang

Mr Quek Ling Kiong

Mr Terence Ho

Mr Yeo Siew Wee

Mdm Zhang Nian Bing

Secretariat (NAC)
Ms Quek Yeng Yeng
Ms Ho Pei Qin

Ms Elena Ho

Secretariat (SCO)

Ms Chin Woon Ying

Ms Joanna Lim Simin
Mr Clement Lee Poh Hui
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Information is correct at time of printing.




For More Competition Information / EZLEFiFiE

Competition website / LEZEMTT:
www.sco.com.sg/national-chinese-music-competition-2018

Facebook Page / R HTHE:
www.facebook.com/nationalchinesemusiccompetition/

Telephone / EBiE: 6224 1781

Fax /f&R: 6557 2756

Mondays to Fridays / E8i—Z#: 9am-12.30pm, 2-6pm
Email / EBHp: ncmc2018@sco.com.sg
Address / it Singapore Chinese Orchestra Company Limited

7 Shenton Way

Singapore Conference Hall

Singapore 068810

Co-organised by Supported by
NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL R E Ministry of Culture, m(m;mxmm

SINGAPORE
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